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Let’s protect Columbia Lake together. Know the rules.
Share them. Keep our waters safe for everyone.

Can NEW mooring buoys be placed?   
In 2012, the RDEK led a grandfathering process and inventory
on mooring buoys in Columbia Lake. Any new buoys placed
after the grandfathering process are subject to the bylaws.

The placement of new mooring buoys is generally not
supported, except as may be accommodated by the
applicable surface water zoning.

Can a buoy be homemade?
Yes, you can make your own buoy as long as the buoys meet
the requirements.



Key Environmental Concerns

Shoreline Habitat Disruption – Docks can damage fragile
shoreline ecosystems, especially during installation and
removal.

Aquatic Habitat Loss – Improper placement affects fish
spawning areas and aquatic plant life.

Water Pollution from Materials – Use of untreated wood,
Styrofoam, or old tires can leach toxins into the lake.

Erosion and Sedimentation – Poor dock design or placement
increases shoreline erosion and sediment runoff.

Anchor Drag and Buoy Drift – Unsecured or improperly
anchored buoys can disturb lake beds and sensitive areas.

Columbia Lake is a cherished natural treasure in British
Columbia, renowned for its pristine waters and
ecological significance. The Columbia Lake Stewardship
Society (CLSS) is dedicated to preserving the lake's
health and beauty for future generations. This brochure
provides an overview of the regulations governing docks
and buoys, aiming to inform and guide lake users in
sustainable and compliant practices.

For detailed information and
resources, please visit the CLSS
website:

South
Columbia

Lake Zoning
(RDEK)

South Columbia
Lake Zoning

(City of Canal
Flats)



Zone CL-1 (Recreation):        Not permitted. 
Zone: CL-2 (Community Amenity):        Permitted.

Zone: CL-3(Group Moorage):          Permitted.

Water Resource 1:        Not permitted
Water Resource 2 (Community):         Recreational permitted

Water Resource 3 (Residential):        Permitted
Water Resource 4 (Eagles Nest ):        Not permitted

Water Resource 5 (painted Ridge):         Not permitted

North Columbia Lake Zoning (RDEK) 

Permits & Approvals: 

DOCKSDOCKS

Construction or placement of docks requires authorization
under the BC Land Act, and may also be subject to federal
review under the Navigable Waters Protection Act. 

RDEK Zoning 

Village of Canal Flats Zoning 

While upland areas next to waterbodies may be privately owned, the Province of
BC owns nearly all land between the high and low watermarks. Building or
developing on this aquatic Crown land requires provincial authorization, even for
adjacent or upland landowners. Proposal to construct permanent small boat
moorage works may require a licence or lease from Land and Water BC Inc., and
if you don’t own the adjacent upland, you’ll likely also need written consent from
its owner.

BC Land Act:BC Land Act:



Zone CL-1 (Recreation):          Not permitted
Zone CL-2 (Community Amenity):         Not permitted

Zone CL-3 (Group Moorage):         Permitted

Water Resource 1:        Not mentioned
Water Resource 2 (Community):        Not mentioned
Water Resource 3 (Residential):         Not permitted
Water Resource 4 (Eagles Nest):         Not permitted

Water Resource 5 (Painted Ridge):       Not permitted

BUOYSBUOYS

Compliance Requirements:
Buoys must adhere to Private Buoy Regulations under the
Canada Shipping Act, including size, colour, and
identification markings.

RDEK Zoning

Village of Canal Flats Zoning


