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Average Water Temperature: 13.8 °C
Average Water Depth: 2.86m
Average Turbidity: 1.41 NTU

Average Dissolved Oxygen: 10.0 mg/L
Average pH: 8.2

The lake level is beginning to rise! When this sampling was 
done, the freshet (snow melt from the mountains) was 
beginning to produce noticeable differences in flow and 
depth in Dutch Creek. As the weather continues to warm, 
and the snow continues to melt, we can expect the very 
low average depth of the lake recorded in this pulse check 
to increase substantially. 

Thank you to May's lake volunteer Cesar Fuertes for 
braving the poor weather on the sampling day to allow us 
to collect our measurements!

Thank you to June's lake volunteer Ed Gillmor for his 
ongoing and consistent dedication for our program!   
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Swallow Training Session 
On May 30, Rachel Darvill and Verena Shaw, the
biologists  heading the Columbia Valley Swallow
Habitat Enhancement Project, hosted a training

session for their monitoring work. Shown right is Bank
Swallow habitat at Spirits Reach.



 

Summer Camps/Outreach Activities

Columbia River Monitoring
With increasing temperatures the water level in the Columbia
River is rising! As a result, towards the end of May it was no
longer safe to wade into the river to measure the flow, and we
had to use a winch off the bridge to suspend our instruments
in the river below. When measuring the flow, we use the units
of cubic meters per second (CMS) to describe the discharge of
the river (the volume of water moving per unit time). The top
right picture shows our summer student, Lucas Fuertes, next
to the winch set up on the bridge. The winch is necessary to
measure the depth of the water and keep our flow meter in
the water at the depth required for the measurement. A 50
pound “torpedo” weight must be attached to the winch, and
then our flow meter is attached to that (shown in the bottom
image) and suspended in the current.

 
May 12 Measured Discharge: 4.29 CMS
June 5 Measured Discharge: 17.25 CMS

June 16 Measured Discharge: 35.95 CMS
June 24 Measured Discharge: 49.30 CMS

 
As is shown above, in early May the river was a very
manageable and slow 4.29 CMS. As the weather warmed and
the snow began to melt, the freshet (snowmelt from the
mountains) rushed down the slopes and poured into the river
and lake. This explains the steady rise in river discharge shown
above. If you have looked at the river recently, you would also
notice that the water is very murky. This is also a consequence
of the freshet filling the river and lake, as the more significant
river discharge enables the river to erode its banks and bed,
causing sediment to be carried in the flow. 

Summer student Lucas
Fuertes on Fairmont

bridge.

Weight and flow meter 

On Saturday, July 2 we will be down at Tilley Memorial park in
Canal Flats in our booth! Drop by and ask us a question, or

participate in some of the games we will have! 
 

Beginning On July 15, we will be hosting free educational
summer camps. There will be free CLSS camps hosted around
Columbia Lake, and on Lake Windermere in conjunction with
the Lake Windermere Ambassadors! If you are interested in

signing up, see our registration forms posted on our website,
Facebook and Instagram pages.

Program coordinator 
Leah Downey and 
Summer Student 
Lucas Fuertes in 

booth at Canal Days.
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The Columbia Lake Management Plan (CLMP) has 
been completed! 

This plan will be used as a guidance document for 
future developments and activities around the 

ColumbiaLake and watershed.
We would like to thank the RDEK and staff for 
their hard work and dedication to this project. 

As well as their continued efforts to engage the 
local communities and necessary parties in the 

process. 
To review the CLMP, find it here 

https://engage.rdek.bc.ca/columbialake

Final CLMP

CABIN
We are now trained to implement Canadian 
Aquatic Biomonitoring Network (CABIN) 
protocols of the Columbia watershed! This 
program will compliment our current 
hydrologic programs by focusing on the 
macroinvertebrates present within the 
steams. This information will allow us to 
understand the health of the Columbia 
Headwaters. 

We would like to thank our funders: 
Columbia Basin Trust and the Columbia 

Valley Local Conservation Fund for providing 
us with the support to complete this training 

and begin monitoring our streams!
If you would like to learn more or help with 

this program, we would love to have you join 
us!

Contact info@columbialakess.ca 
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BUOYS

Located throughout the Columbia Lake 
are white buoys, indicating to watercraft 
operators to keep a safe distance and 
speed from the shoreline. Please follow 
these advisory markers to reduce 
shoreline erosion, habitat depreciation, 
as well as disturbance and impacts to 
the wildlife.



Thank you to our supporters

Hoodoo Mountain Resort
Fairmont Mountainside Market

Fairmont Hot Springs Resort

Columbia Valley Sign Artists

Our sponsors

Weed Pull Volunteers Needed!
On June 17, CLSS

hosted a knapweed
pull at Spirits Reach.

Thank you to everyone
who came out to

participate, and a big
thanks to the EKISC for

providing the
materials, plant

identification books,
and snacks for us to

enjoy!
 
 

There are many great ongoing projects that 
could use some extra volunteer help! 
Western Painted Turtle monitoring is 

occurring in Armstrong Bay, as well as two 
spots in Radium. If you are interested in 

helping out, please email 
cvpaintedturtle@gmail.com. 

We at CLSS are also looking for volunteers 
to help out with our water quality and 

quantity programs, and to be apart of our 
board! If you are interested please email 

info@columbialakess.ca. 

If you would like to donate, please visit our
website to make a tax deductible donation,

or come find us at one of our booths!

DONATIONS
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