Columbia Lake Stewardship Society

AGM, June 1, 2019 – 10:30 a.m.

Held at Bella Vista Community Centre;

Meeting Minutes

This AGM covers a short period of Dec 31/18 to May 31/19, as AGM date has been changed from Dec to summertime in order to facilitate having a BBQ and to attract more attendees with outdoor events.  Next year's AGM will cover a full 12 month period.

Confirmation of Quorum:  20 attendees included  8 board members:  Nancy Wilson, Tom Dance, Pat Silver, Tracy Flynn, Ed Gillmor, Bill Thompson, Kevin Stromquist, Marie Delorme – therefore we have a quorum
Agenda Review:  Nancy projected information on screen; however due to brightness of the room it was not visible to attendees.  No new additions to agenda.  Funders and volunteers were thanked by Nancy.  More notes are available on CLSS website.  
Minutes of 2018  AGM:  M/S Ed/Pat - Carried
2018 Financial Report:  Prepared and presented by  Treasurer Tracy Flynn.  Tracy was asked for explanation of discretionary fund  and advised it was for  unforeseen expenses .  
2018 Directors Report:  
1. Water Quality – Nancy presented for Tom who has been delayed enroute.  CLSS have been sampling 5 sites for 5 years and are now  able to establish a baseline.  Report finished 2019 and is on our website.  Water quality has not changed in 5 years which is good news.  Summer sampling is already underway currently.  2018 detailed sampling was done at 18 locations by volunteer Lucas Fuertes and his mother Gina Fuertes.  Thanks expressed to Lucas and Gina!

2. Water Quantity –  Lead by Bill, 2018 was the 5th year of sampling at locations at Canal Flats, Columbia Ridge, Fairmont, Dutch Creek, Columere.  Columbia Lake largely sustained by groundwater.

3. Groundwater contribution to Columbia Lake – lead by Ed, a professional hydrogeologist.  Groundwater contribution to CL is now posted on the CLSS website.  Gradient  from Kootenay R to CL established. Kootenay R is significant contributor to CL. 

4. Small Streams – lead by Kevin.  Purpose is to understand them more and the impact/flow/health/significance on riparian areas.  Kevin will sample quality and measure quantity.  Results will be available next year.  

5. Education – Tracy reported on student field trip – currently running classes with Etienne a teacher-in-training who is here for 2 weeks as a summer student – invasive species questionnaire  will be at Canal Flats boat launch – out of province boats will be screened – multiple boat tours – Wings over the Rockies participants saw plenty of wildlife – 2018 Columbia Lake walk/drive tour provided participants with Native history, geology of CL area, significance of lot 48,  David Thompson history.  This year's similar tour is proposed to take place July 13th, 2019. 

6. Signage:  Mary McGovern has worked on the signage.  A fish sign has been completed and has just been installed at lakeside community beaches.

7. Communications:  Ellen Storey our summer student has set up a new facebook page and is working on posts to it.  A “Did you Know” series was initiated by former employee Katie Watt.  Ellen is now contributing articles.  Articles are sent to Canal Flats paper/website/facebook. Theatre Canmore presented CLSS's first play “Woman in Wildflowers” at the Columbia Valley Centre and donated profits to CLSS.  85 people attended.  

8. Outreach/Advocacy:  Ellen reported on survey “What is Important about Columbia Lake” presented at the play and other locations – 45 responses:  Most Important?  Clean healthy water, quiet east shoreline, boat launch at Canal Flats. How much time spent on CL?  1-5 days/week.  What activities?  Paddling sports 1x/month, hike, swim, enjoy scenery.  Concerns? Disturbance by motor boats, reeds in swim area, dock placement.  Volunteer request? Produced several volunteers for shoreline cleanup and water sampling.  Ellen is working on a summary of the survey which will be published shortly.

9. Outreach/Advocacy:  Tracy reported on monitoring shoreline, docks, boats.  Spring debris on shoreline – contacted CPR re pickup of debris on their property.  Concerns over docks and buoys-it's clear regulations not being enforced.  We submitted an article to the Pioneer.  We contributed to the Canal Flats OCP planning re how the lake is affected.  Canal Flats made changes to their community plan to better support the lake.  June 4th is their upcoming OCP hearing.  Veliger sampling with EKISC– doing work with LWA – working on speed limit signs for east side of CL and south side sensitive areas – advocating for CL with RDEK
Other Organizations (EKISK, CWSP):  Kat Hartwig of Living Lakes Canada made a presentation.  LLC started here at CL.  CL is part of the bigger picture Columbia Basin.  Working with Dept Fisheries, all lakes' management plans will be redone .  Establishment of the Columbia Basin Water Quality Collaborative, which is the repository to the Columbia Basic area – to share reports and priorities – open source data hub.  Columbia Basin Trust won't be funding small groups any longer – Extension Officer being worked on to communicate with Victoria – working to get government to recognize local monitoring groups and may lead to more funding.
Proposed Activities for 2019:
Summer Student hired for 4 months for 2019
The board will be developing a 5 year plan. 
CL monitoring, water quality, water quantity, groundwater, Kootenay River contribution (looking for past report done years ago).  Small streams monitoring being led by Kevin.

Planning to monitor lake biota – need a biologist.  Would like to monitor/measure fish and fauna and invasive species.

Education:  Tracy leading a program with Canal Flats students  – presenting at Wings over the Rockies – supporting Canal Flats boat launch at Tilley Park – Ellen will spend time at the boat launch – participating in Canal Flats Days going on right now

Outreach:  One or more events to cleanup shoreline – working with RDEK on speed signs/ dock and bylaw enforcements

Outreach/Education:  Summer student Etienne working with Canal Flats Elementary grades 4-7. Teaching CLSS goals, tracking changes in CL and how it affects life of people of First Nations, especially salmon runs – focussing on Indigenous ways of learning (First Nations students in the class) – Columbia River and changes it has gone through – obtaining info from books, multimedia, scientists, stories from students, community and First Nations. - circulated a copy of a book used for source of info.
Board of Directors Election:  The following members volunteered to let their names stand for the 2019:   Nancy Wilson, Tom Dance, Tracy Flynn, Pat Silver, Bill Thompson, Marie Delorme, Mary McGovern, Ed Gillmor, Kevin Stromquist.  No new nominations.  M/S Tracy/Kevin.  Carried – presenting your new board for 2019.
Adjournment:  11:20 a.m.
Following adjournment:  A draw was held from the survey contributors.  Tom Gerald of Columbia Ridge Community was the winner of the book “Mountain Footsteps”.  With Tom's permission his photo was taken for advertising purposes and will be posted onto CLSS facebook and website.
Pat's suggestions for next AGM:

· At beginning – Introduce current year's Board of Directors and stress their qualifications and designations (helps impress audience with skills in CLSS)

· Introduce our summer student with a short bio

· Brief presentation by each scientist to explain their work and what they do and what they brought with them for demos, and allow time for Q&A with audience
